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Local Identities in Southern Thai Fiction, 1979-2003 Thesis consists of 2 objectives
which are: 1) To analyze the dominance of major culture affecting southern-area culture in the
fictions of the southern writers from 3 provinces around Songkhla lake, namely  Nakhon
Srithammarat, Songkhla and Phattalung and 2) To analyze the creation of local identity in the
southern Thai fictions based on post-colonial concept as the major framework and identity concept
as the focal point of analysis.

According to the research, southern fictions are used as a tool to oppose against the
dominance of major culture over southern culture in 2 aspects: opposing by criticizing and
disclosing consequences of the dominance over education, economy, culture, language and history
influencing local transformation and opposing by reviewing and creating new southern identity
responding to the social transformation by criticizing former southern locality, reviving memory and
history, giving importance to the areas with new southern identity and adapting the identity to
changing contexis. _

Four created types of identity include 1) Gender Identity referring to males with strength,
self-prestige, companionship, deception and oppaosition to injustice, and females with strength and
bravery against injustice adaptation 2) Cultural and Ethnic Identity expressed via regionalism with
precious ancient and newborn wisdom heritage, and Ethnic identity demonstrated through
bargaining, exchanging and local importance offering in order to maintain multi-ethnical identity 3)
Collective Memory ldentity partially influenced by the adaptation to the emigration of southern
citizens causes independence from physical geography of southerner-being identity 4) Complex
identity illustrating the southerner-being under the changing former concept of regarding identity as

the essence to the new concept that considers identity as social and cultural construction.





