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This dissertation studies Vietnamese cultural identity through a comparative study of TRANG
QUYNH with other trickster tales in South East Asia, and to analyze TRANG QUYNH’S universal
characteristics of trickster tales. The research findings reveal that Viethamese cultural identity shown
in the trickster tales of TRANG QUYNH reflect Viethamese society in the 18’m’century. This is the
society with different social classes and various religions and beliefs. In this period, education and
tand ownership were highly valued, and the attempt to “De-Chinese” was widely excercized by
Vietnamese people. Also, Vietnamese intellectuals paid a great atfention to using. Vietnamese
instead of Chinese. This is because they regarded language as Vietnam’s main identity,

The trickster tales of TRANG QUYNH shares similarities with other trickster tales in South
East Asia, especially in terrﬁs of the background of main characters, the coﬁflict between
protagonists and antagonists, and jokes. The study of tale types and motif of folklore also shows that
the story of TRANG QUYNH contains universal characteristics. Meanwhile, th.e story of TRANG
QUYNH also presents some aspects of Vietnamese identity such as the way that people could gain
a higher status in society, the role of the king and the influences of religions in evs:ryday life.

In Vietnamese context, the story of TRANG QUYNH continues o be told up to the present
day. It is still found and seen in the forms of cartoon books, idioms used in everyday life and also

through the TRANG QUYNH festival at Hoang Hoa, Thanh Hoa province.





