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This thesis investigates the relationships among factors affecting the
parental decision to send children to study in private kindergartens in Bueng
Sam Phan district, Phetchabun. The research population comprised 1,500
parents of students in private kindergartens in Bueng Sam Phan district,
Phetchabun during the second semester of the academic year 2006. Using
stratified random sampling, 316 parents were selected as a sample population.
The reséarch tools were two questionnaires. One questionnaire was concerned
with the parental decision to send children to study in private kindergartens.
This questionnaire was couched at a reliability level of 0.96. A second

questionnaire asked what were the intentions of the parents in sending their
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children to study in private kindergartens. This questionnaire was couched at
a reliability level of 0.85. There were 316 questionnaires returned (100%).
The data was analyzed in terms of frequency, percentage, mean (X ), standard
deviation (S.D), and by an application of Pearson’s product moment
correlation coefficient. A predictive equation was thereupon framed using the
multiple regression method and stepwise selection for selecting variables.
Finally, the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) for Windows
was also used in the analysis of data obtained. |

Findings are as follows:

1. Factors affecting the decision to send children to study in private
kindergartens are as follows: academic factors, characteristics of teachers,
measurement and evaluation, school reputation, environment and buildings,
tuition fees, facilities and services, welfare and safety, distance between home
and school, public relations, and the relationship between school and parents.
These factors were positively correlated with parental intentions to send
children to study in private kindergartens at a statistically significant level of
0.05.

2. Variables used to forecast parental intentions to send children to
study in private kindergartens were found to be predictive at a statistically
significant level of 0.05. In descending order in accordance with their B-
value, they are as follows: academic factors (X,), characteristics of teachers
(X,), measurement and evaluation (X,), school reputation (X,), the
environment and buildings (X,), and tuition fees (X). The predictive

equation is accordingly framed as follows:

The predictive equation in the form of the raw score (') is given as

Y = 0.515+0.444X,+0.327X ,+0.234X,+0.158X +0.106X,+0.086X

The predictive equation in the form of the standard score (Z'Y) is given as

7' =0.469Z,+0.2457 +0.166Z,0.093Z+0.108Z,+0.059Z,





