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The objectives of this dissertation were (1) to study the American identity in
Hollywood movies during the 1950s-1980s, that either received the Academy Awards or
were on the list of the American Film Institute’s 100 films in 100 years; (2) to study the
differences between these movies and the influential identities in the United States in
each decade. This research aimed to study 79 movies produced and released during
the1950s-1980s. Based on Antonio Gramsci's Hegemony Theory, the study classified the
American identity into political identity, economic identity, social identity, cultural identity,
and religious identity. It was found that the identities presented through the movies came
mainly from the conflicts between two ideological groups; the Conservativism and the
Liberalism, who took turns dominating the American society in each decade with the
inﬂuenceé of the cold war, religions, the flourishing civil movements of the minority
groups such as women, colored people, and homosexuals, as well as youth's rebellions.
These movies conveyed the ideas of freedom and equality as stated in the American
Constitution, and projected from the various interpretations of the two ideological groups.
Moreover, the movies, espec_ia[ly those influenced by the ideas of the Liberalism,
suggested foreign ideas suf:h as the oriental religions, philosophy and psychology that
became widely popular in America since the late 1960s. Most of the movies conveyed
ideas from both ideological groups. Some movies, however, presentéd ideas that could

not be categorized in either group.





