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This thesis aims to study King Rama V's worldviews under his status of the
Great King from the review of 22 cases of his royal letters. From the research, it is found
that the fine blending of fundamental Thai beliefs such as the importance given to
monarchy system and Buddhism religion with foreign influence due to Colonialism and
the several royal trips made to foreign countries have both sharpened and broadened
the King Rama V’'s worldviews, enabling him to encounter locally and globally changing
trends at that time. All his worldviews had led to the development of his kingdom in many
modern different ways and in many fields such as government, education, religion,
foreign affairs, economic affairs, social affairs and public interest. Additionally, the study
reveals that Thailand has been able to sustain independence and sovereignty for such a
long period of time until now because of King Rama V's worldviews. Moreover, some of
his worldviews showed his broad and across-time visions which have appeared to be
true nowadays.

Furthermore, this study also found that his royal letters are valuable literature as
“significant data warehouse” in recording his worldviews. The information about his
worldviews have portrayed King Rama V as moral, smart, modern and visionary. After
all, King Rama V, all along his sovereignty, has succeeded extremely well in royal
system. Since then he has been the great and beloved king of Thai people for such a

fong period of time until now.





