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This thesis investigates the demographic characteristics of Thai
teenagers who read Japanese detective cartoons. Studied also are the patterns
exhibited in the Japanese detective cartoons under consideration in this thesis.
Additionally considered is the situational atmosphere deemed suitable for the
reading of Japanese detective cartoons by the teenagers being examined, as
well as their preferences in this genre. Finally taken into account are the
factors leading these teenagers to reading such cartoons.

This exercise in quantitative research made use of a questionnaire as a
tool of research. This questionnaire was the means whereby the researcher

collected apposite data. The research population was comprised of a sample of
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400 secondary school students in the Bang Kapi district of Bangkok. Data
analysis allowed for the anélysis, formulation and tabulation of the data in the
forms of mean scores, percentages, and standard deviation. A t-test and one-
way analysis of variance (ANOVA) were used to test the data collected. The
least significant difference (LSD) method was used in those cases in which
differences were found at a statistically significant level of 0.05.

In regard to the demographic characteristics of the subjects sampled,
the ratio of males to females in the research population was more or less the
same. Those sampled were between the ages of twelve and fifteen and were
students at secondary schools in the Bang Kapi district of Bangkok.

Findings are as follows:

Of the Japanese detective cartoons they read, at the highest level the
respondents prefer Conan, the Smallest Detective. Cartoon previews
stimulated their desire to read this particular detective cartoon series at the
highest level. In descending order of preference in regard to the reading of
Japanese detective cartoons, were the detective cartoons Kindaichi, The
Suspense Murder and The Q Detective School. Finally, titles and brief plot
summaries affected their preferences in the selection of cartoons.

At the statistically significant level of 0.05, student preferences in
regard to reading all of the aforesaid Japanese detective cartoons did not
depend on demographic characteristics, thé patterns exhibited in the cartoons,
the situational atmosphere deemed suitable for such reading, and motivating

factors. This result, however, is incompatible with the postulated hypothesis
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of this thesis. In other words, this means that differences in demographical
characteristics, the patterns exhibited in the cartoons, the situational
atmosphere deemed suitable for such reading and motivating factors are not
correlated with differences in the preferences of these teenagers in regard to |
reading these Japanese detective cartoons.

However, differences are found at a statistically significant level of
0.05 when the LSD paired-comparison method is utilized. The results indicate
that twelve-year-old respondents prefer to read Kindaichi more than their
fourteen-year-old counterparts. Twelve-year old respondents prefer to read Q
Detective School more than their fifteen-year-old counterparts. Finally,
respondents studying in Matthayom 1 prefer to read Conan, the Smallest
Detective more than those studying in Matthayom 3 and 4.

The researcher has also determined that glossy paper used for printing
the cartoons is preferred by the respondents to paper less likely to engender
insalubrious eye strain. Finally, the majority of the teenaged respondents
express the view that authors Goushou Aoyama and Youzaburo Kanari and
illustrator Fumiya Satou affect which Kindaichi Japanese detective cartoons

they prefer to read as opposed to author Seimaru Amagi.





