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The Prevention and Suppression of Money Laundering Act B.E. 2542

or “The Money Laundering Act” is enacted in order to cut off the criminal
cycle. The criminal normally carries out businesses in various forms so as to
launder the money received from criminal activities to be used legally for
other criminal activities. This leads to the expansion of criminal networks
which becomes very difficult to suppress. The Money Laundering Act cannot
be used to suppress or intervene the money or asset which has already been
laundered.

Subsequently, there are Regulations of Prime Minister’s Office on the

Payment of Bribery and Rewards for Asset-Related Activities under the
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Prevention and Suppression of Money Laundering Act B.E. 2546. These

Regulations stipulate that officers who do interrogating or arresting works and
investigators’ must be rewarded in the case which is founded upon principal or
money laundering charges and there is an involvement with the asset, including
officers who involve the asset. The Regulations specify that rewards are paid
from annual budget under the section of supporting money or money and asset
derived from criminal activities and the court has ordered to be confiscated
and belong to the government.

According to the Kingdom of Thailand’s Constitution B.E. 25-40, the
payment of reward to relevant officers from the government budget must be
authorized by the law on annual budget for expenses. In general, the
government budget which comes from taxes or government’s incomes is -
supposed to be used for development of the country and human resources.

But the Regulations specify that rewards must be paid to officers or
interrogators and investigators who are in essence government’s officials and
receive salary, official promotions or other government welfares. Therefore,
their rights to receive such rewards are considered not appropriate and against
justice.

In addition, these Regulations further provide that there shall be a
Committee to consider the reward payment. The Committee comprise
Secretary General of the Office of the Committee on Prevention and
Suppression of Money Laundering as the chairman, and representatives of the

Committee on Prevention and Suppression of Money Laundering as
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committees. They are empowered to consider the payrhent of awards and |
rewards. According to the Procedure on Government Administration Act
B.E. 2539, th’e persons who have interests in related activities are not
appropriate to consider such reward payment because it is against the
neutrality or impartiality principle.

The Money Laundering Act does not stipulate that such Committee are
authorized to pay rewards. This is different from the Customs Act B.E. 2469,
section 102 tre which authorizes Director General to pay awards and rewards.
The current Money Laundering Act specifies that individual officer is paid
according to the specified rate. This causes conflict because it will lead to |
unfairness to other officers in that organization. Therefore, in order to be
consistent with the law on government budget and the law on government
finance which control the spending of government money on the specified
objectives, it is submitted that the payment of the said rewards under the
Money Laundering Act should be given up and replaced with a fund for
prevention and suppression of money laundering whose purposes are to

develop human resources and organization.





