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This thesis investigates the effects of the government’s tourism
promotion policy on the way of life of the local people in the Ko Kret
community. Investigated are these effects as they are manifested in the social,
cultural and environmental spheres. Guidelines are then presented to the end
that improvements will be made and problems solved in the community
regarding certain deleterious effects stemming from this policy.

The researcher used a documentary and qualitative method entailing in-

depth interviews of twelve residents in Ko Kret, both administrators and others.
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The findings are as follows:

1. In regard to the way of life, people in the past had a very quiet and
simple life. There were not many people, and so it was not crowded. People
worked as farmers, living in families and dependent on one another. Later,
since Ko Kret became a tourist attraction, the way of life of people in the
community changed. People are working outside their homes instead of
working as farmers. They make souvenirs, handicrafts and OTOP products,
and sell them to tourists.

2. In regard to infrastructure, in the past Ko Kret used underground
water and rain water for consumption because there was no piped water. The
roads in the past were not well maintained. However, nowadays government
agencies have developed the infrastructure in Ko Kret to make it more
suitable as a tourist attraction.

3. In regard to occupations, in the past the two nationalities living in
Ko Kret, Thai and Mon, engaged in different kinds of work. The Thais were
farmers working in rice fields and fruit orchards; the Mon made earthenware.
At present both the Thais and the Mon in Ko Kret engage in an array of
different types of work, including working as food vendors and sellers of
earthenware souvenirs.

4. In regard to customs and traditions, in the past the Thais and the
Mon cooperated in organizing festivals because they shared traditions such as

those revolving around Songkran and Loy Krathong. Some past Mon customs
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were the tradition of placing long poles to support the Bodi tree, the tradition
of offering food to Buddhist monks in boats, and others. But some customs
are still extant, while others have disappeared.

5. In regard to food, local people consume indigenous foods. These
include fish cakes mixed with kala stems cut into flat pieces and cooked white
rice soaked in water, etc. Certain kinds of foods have disappeared, but some
are still there for tourists to try.

6. In regard to noise pollution, in the past Ko Kret was quiet. People
mostly walked from place to place or paddled their boats in the waterways.
When Ko Kret became a tourist attraction, the environment changed. Means
of transportation such as motorcycles, bicycles, long-tailed boats, and boat
taxis are provided for tourists with the upshot that the local people are more
affected by noise pollution.

7. In regard to water pollution, Ko Kret Canal will not become polluted
because it flows into the Chao Phraya River. Although Ko Kret has changed,
Ko Kret Canal remains the same.

8. In regard to waste disposal, in the past local people got rid of their |
waste by burying or burning it. The amount of waste has increased nowadays
because of the influx of large numbers of tourists. However, government
officials have helped in eradicating waste.

9. In regard to improvements and rectifying deleterious effects, it was
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found that local people in the Ko Kret community would like for their way of
life to resemble that of the past. They would like to preserve their traditions,
foods, and occupations for the next generation. In regard to infrastructure,
they would like to have wider roads. In regard to noise pollution, motorcycles
and all types of boats should have engines generating less noise in order to
avoid disturbing the local people. In regard to waste, places should be
distinctively allocated for waste. Publicity regarding the problem of waste

control should be more extensive and more waste baskets should be provided.





