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ABSTRACT

This research is aimed to identify the identity of Red Tai ethnic group at Ban
Sophao, Muang Sopbao in Huapan Province, Loa P.D.R., in terms of society, culture and
language. The results show that:

In terms of their social identity, group at Ban Sophao, their family system can be
regarded as of big family and connected with relative system called Jao, which
comprises Joa Law group, Jao Leung group, Jao Wee group, and Jao Kha group. One
unique characteristic of the Red Tai people’s ways of life is presented through their
traditional architecture. A traditional Loa home is built high of the ground with roof made
from lalang, that sweeps low the ground. The wall of the house is usually made of
weaved bamboo or wooden boards. Hardwood planks and bamboos are also used as
flooring materials whereas round hardwood stilts are embedded into stones. The Sia is
connected with the front of the house and a terrace is built by the side of the house. The
number of the room may vary from two to five; inside the house are household spirit
room, bedroom, and guest room. For their dressing style, women wear a traditional
salong teamed with a dyed-black shirt. The shirt has long sleeves rimmed with colored
textile; its welt is breast Iength. A headband called Khun as well as a waistband called
Aeng is used. Men wear a dyed-black, long sleeved shirt with dyed-black cotton pants.
There are several methods in cooking such as Mok, grilling, roasting, pan-roasting,
boiling, steaming, spicy salad, chili sauce, Jaew Bong, Jaew Plabum. Ways to preserve

food include fermented fish or ‘Plalaek’, Sinlaek, Plabum, Plasom, as well as Neusom.
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People there like to drink alcohol, particularly Laohai or Sa, and Laokhao or Laotom.
Farming (rice, corn, nut, yam, sesame, and cotton) is the main occupation. Additionally,
people have vegetable home garden, raise animals for food, and earn a living from
weaving and handicrafts.

For cultural identity of the Red Tai group at Ban Sophao, the people strongly
believe in their dead ancestors, soul, good and bad luck, auspicious time, and
fortune/forecast. certain integral traditions include birth custom, matrimony custom, and
fatality custom. Important rituals include Sen ritual and Soe ritual.

For linguistic identity, the Red Tai dialect system has 7 tone mark phonemes,
24 initial consonant phonemes, 9 final consonant phonemes, 13 vowel phonemes,

38 consonant features, 27 vowel features, and 5 writing marks.





