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This thesis aims to study the historical background of Phatthalung at
the time of Nang Lueat Khao. Also investigated are the role of and beliefs
about Nang Lueat Khao. Researched additionally are the names of villages
and cities mentioned in the Nang Lueat Khao and names of other villages and
cities related to it. The story of Nang Lueat Khao is an old legend of
Phatthalung which is well-known in the southern part of Thailand. It exists in
a written form and as a verbal tale that has been retold for a long time.

This thesis used Kham Kap by Muen Chop Charoenkan as a main
source. The content of this work is taken from the Nang Lueat Khao Book
(made of Khoi paper) which is based on a folk legend of the south. The

Phatthalung chronicle is also based on the Nang Lueat Khao Book (made of
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Khoi paper). The importance of the legend stems from the fact that it reflects
the historical 'backgrounrd of the development of Phatthalung in the earliest
period of its history when it was known as Sathing Phra City or as Sathing
Pharansi (Benares) City up to the time it was moved to its present location.
Historically, Nang Lueat Khao belongs to the Ayutthaya period.
The study of the legend leads to a consideration of the importance of
traditions, culture and beliefs in Southern Thailand as expressed in the way of
life of the people of this society in the past. These people had faith in
traditional magical and Buddhist beliefs, a faith deeply shared by Nang Lueat
Khao. Such beliefs are nowadays still held by people in the area. Finally,
accounts of the origins of villages and cities in Phatthalung and other local
areas are also found in the story Kham Kap.

In addition, the legend of Nang Lueat Khao exists in other areas of the
South in addition to Phatthalung. The current investigation accordingly takes
into account versions of the legend of Nang Lueat Khao found in these other
areas so as to show how widespread in the south is knowledge of this legend.
In addition, finally, account is taken of the large numbers of people scattered
over the area who still maintain faith in the beliefs expressed in this

historically and culturally significant legend.





