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This dissertation is a study of important factors leading to the political
stability in Cambodia during 1998 and 2003. Qualitative research is the main
approach of the study, relying ’on data collected from documents and related
| researches, participatory observation, and specific sampling. In-dept and
open-ended interviews were carried out with 359 leading Cambodian
politicians. Questionnaires were also distributed among 576 Cambodian
informants with regard to factors concerning pressure outside the political
system.

The study finds that external factors and internal factors both contribute

to the political stability in Cambodia.
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The external factors have led to peace and} stability in Cambodia. The
end of external intervention under the pressure for the world community
brought about the Paris peace treaty. The United Nation played a leading role
in supervising the implementation of the treaty. Financial aid and assistance in
various forms helped rehabilitate Cambodia.

The internal factors include security and the development of the
political system. The syStem of democratic political development has emerged
with a stable and legitimate government and a constitutional recruitment
process accepted by the Cambodian people and the world community. The
structure and principle of parliamentary democracy have developed; free and
fair elections in multi-party system, majority rules and minority rights,
freedom of expression and association.

The government has also shown an effective and efficient performance.
There has been growth in economic, social, educational and public health
aspects. Freedom to earn a living and promotion of investment for the
Cambodian and foreigners increased the income of the households. There has
been growth in education and public health. This has been a result of the fact
that the government under the leadership of Premier Hun Sen has conducted a
policy of national reconciliation among the leading politicians. The win-win
policy has been used in guaranteeing personal security and the protection of
wealth, refusal to send Khmer Rouge leaders to the international court under
the pressure of the United States and the United Nations. Cambodia has used

the democratic form of government together with the use of power outside the
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formal political system to force the people to accept the role of the national
leadership

This research has found new important aspects in Cambodian politics.

1. There are different opinions towards democracy among different
groups in the society.

2. Democracy in Cambodia is in form but lacks substance in
principles, it is the democracy of the elites.

3. The size of the bureaucracy, particularly the armed forces and the
police is too big and it is too strong.

4. Social forces in Cambodia are too weak to be the main foundation
for the Cambodian society.

- The researcher would like to propose that Cambodia should reform its

economic, judicial, and educational system and maintain the policy of national
reconciliation in order to develop the country towards sustainable peace and

security.





