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This dissertation investigates variables influencing household
indebtedness on the part of non-commissioned officers in the 3" infantry
division. It also involves an explanation as to how a program in leadership
development was constructed for training these non-commissioned officers
in household debt reduction. Finally, after three and then six months, training
methods are evaluated that purportedly induce behavioral changes such that
household debts are reduced.

This research involved collecting data by qualitative approaches, such as

in-depth interviews, a survey, and experimental research. In the survey

research, the sample population comprised 372 non-commissioned officers
from the 3" infantry division. The data collection instrument consisted of a
questionnaire. The statistical techniques utilized in the analysis of the data
were percentages, mean scores, standard deviation, and ordinary multiple
regression. The experimental research commenced with a sample population
of sixty non-commissioned officers. This group was divided into thirty
members of the experimental group and thirty members of the control group.

Data was collected as part of the experimental research investigating
the program in leadership development involving household debt reduction.
In this connection, the following instruments were utilized: an achievement
test, an attitude test, a household debt report, a form promising future
contact, and a behavioral assessment form. The statistical techniques of
percentages, mean scores, standard deviation and a t-test were used to
analyze the data collected. The in-depth interviews were used to collect data
from twenty subjects and this data was analyzed by means of content

analysis.
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The findings are as follows:

1. Variables investigated conceming non-commissioned officers under
examination from the 3* infantry division were consumerism, peer groups,
leadership deficiency and income as affected by the amount of household debt.

2. Those non-commissioned officers who had successfully completed
the program in leadership development involving the reduction of household
debt manifested more leadership ability than untrained non-commissioned
officers at the level of statistical significance of 0.05.

3. Non-commissioned officers who had successfu_lly completed the
program in leadership development involving the reduction of household
debt after the passage of three and then six months had altered behavioral
patterns and reduced household debt differ in these consequences as
compared with the consequences of previous training at the level of statistical
significance of 0.05.

This study suggests that reduction of household debt programs should
focus 611 human behavior since human behavior was the cause of deleterious
indebtedness. In addition, analytic and systematic thinking can be effective in

helping to solve the problem of household indebtedness as well.





