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The objective of this research is to study (1) the customs of Laosong,
Tambon Donka, Amphoe Bangpae, Changwat Ratchaburi and (2) their ways
of life. This is qualitative research using the methods of document study and
field research, including interviews and the participation in customs and
rituals.

The finding was as follows:

The Lao-song in Donka still give importanée to practicing thé rituals
according to ancestral beliefs. The Lao-song still preserve their social identity.
Though the pattern of the ritual may change, their beliefs and faith are still the

same. Lao-song customs reflect vividly their ways of life, cultural beliefs and

local wisdom. These are passed on to Lao-song descendents to make them
aware of the importance of their ancestral ethnic heritage.

The Lao-song in Donka lead a simple and easy ways of life. They
accept, learn, and adjust to new forms of culture to cope with modern
lifestyle. Though their ways of life have changed, they still retain their ethnic
identity. The changes may affect some aspects of their life: housing designed
for more security, clothing adjusted to correspond with trendy fashion, and
food. In spite of these external changes, the Lao-song in Donka still preserve

very well their identity and culture along with their community.





