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This thesis investigates the management of Village Funds by reference
to the requirements of good governance. This is done by studying the Village
Fund of Ban Jadsan Community, Sam Ngao District, Tak Province. Problems
and obstacles encountered in the management of the Village Funds in this
case are analyzed. In addition, guidelines for Fund management are provided.

This investigation is an exercise in qualitative research, and, as such,
both primary and secondary data has been used. This data has been taken
from documents and interviews with current and past committee members, as

well as Fund members themselves. A total of fifty individuals were
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interviewed. Furthermore, meetings of the Village Fund were observed, as
was the annual meeting of the Fund Committee.

Findings are as follows:

1. The policy of the Village Fund provides an opportunity for members
of the general public to participate in the management of its resources and to
reap the benefits from the Fund, in as much as it allows community
management of the Fund. By learning how to manage the Fund, community
members themselves are able to promote community independence.

2. The management of the Fund in accordance with the requirements of
good governance serves as a kind of “immunization.” For this kind of
management lends protection from problems stemming from carelessness,
lack of transparency, and corruption in dealing with the Fund. Otherwise,
these are problems inseparable from development projects Wﬁich do not have .
the active participation of members of the general public. The avoidance of
such problems through the participation of community members in managing
the Fund is a consequence of following the principles of good governance.
This in itself provides guidelines for sustainable development that will be
beneficial td the community and the country as a whole.

3. The good management of the Village Fund should be based on six
important principles i.e. responsibility, transparency and openness to
inspection, participation, justice, distribution of power and fair delegation of

tasks, and maintaining an overall power balance within the organization.

4. The management of the Village Fund in Ban Jadsan Community,
Sam Ngao District, Tak Province has followed these six principles of good
governance. However, some issues should be dealt with in an effective
manner, especially the matter of how members use the loans they are issued

from the resources of the Fund.





