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In the past, Thai society was an agricultural society and ways of life
were mostly interdependent, especially in the rural areas or in the provinces.
At present, the growth in the modern world has taken part and influences
Thai economy and society as a whole. Therefore, the development of the
country has to be adapted to the same pattern of the developed countries or
the countriés with advanced economies and technology.

When the state promotes investment in the industrial sector, the need
for naturél resources in the country also increases. The land that is suitable
for agriculture is taken over.for industry, commerce, recreation, and other
purposes.

Most Thai farmers do not have their own land, or do not have enough
land. Thai farmers depend on land leasing to make a living, and the duration

or the condition in the contract is usually at the lessor’s will.
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At present, the land leasing for farming has decreased. One reason is
that the land is’used for other purposes. However, the main reason for a lack
of land leasing by farmers is that the provision in Land Leasing for
Agriculture Act, B.E. 2524, Chapter 26, prescribes that the duration of the
lease must be six years. Moreover, the condition of the cancellation or the
abatement of the contract must be done in accordance with Chapter 37, that
is, notice must be given at least one year in advance on the following grounds:

1. For doing one’s own farming;

2. For the benefit of one’s family;

3. For the benefit of town planning or for the public interest; or

4. For other interests corresponding with the economic interest of the
public for which the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives and the
Ministry of Interior shall jointly set the principles.

In this case, the lessor must send the copy of the cancellation and the
reason to the district committee of land leasing for agriculture to consider. In
the opinion of the landlord or the lessor, the restriction is a burden and a
commitment which makes him unable to use his land for other interests at his

~own will. Consequently, the landlord and the lessor prefers to leave his land
barren and non-profitable rather than lease to farmers. As farmers are unable
to find land for tenancy, the production va rice decreases.

Regarding the above problems, there should be an amendment of Land
Leasing for Agriculture Act, B.E. 2524, to update it for the present situation

and to make it fair for both parties.





