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This Thesis investigates the way of life of the Thai Muslims domicile
in Saphan Sung and its vicinity in Bangkok Metropolis. The values, religious
belief and the local customs of these people are examined. The finding of this
investigates has reveals the uniqueness of this community.

It was found that these Thai Muslims are somewhat influenced by the
materialistic values of the greater Thai community. Examples of such
influence are in the way they dress and how their houses are constructed.
Their moral values, however, are still intact. They still strictly adhere to the

principles of Islam. They are taught to respect, honor and look after the elders.
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They are encouraged to fast at appropriate time as a méans of learning self-
control.

The Saphan Sung Thai Muslims’ belief in God, His prophets, His
messengers, the creation of the Universe, predestination, the first couple,
the merit of dispensing charity and doing good deeds are all beliefs that are
consistent with the teaching of Islam. The rituals and ceremonies of these
Thai Muslims in regard to birth, marriage, death and other major life events
are also consistent with the teaching of Islam.

The Saphan Sung Thai Muslims are able to maintain the traditional
Islamic way of life. External influences not withstanding. This is a
consequence of the effort of the elders who unfailingly taught and instill in the
young the law of Islamic. Children’s stories and lullabies are replete with
religious teaching. The basic unit of Islamic society is the family.

As such, the Saphan Sung Muslim community functions as a
community of extended families. They treat, love and help each other as
family members. A large part of their trades is conducted within their
community. They worship at the same Mosque and participate in the same
religious rite. This helps seal the bond between the people in this Islamic
society. Despite some material changes as a result of the influence from the
wider Thai society, the Saphan Sung Thai Muslims still steadfastly adhere to
Islamic law and custom. The ability to maintain strict Islamic practice in a

rapidly changing world is the uniqueness of this community.





