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This thesis investigates the decisions of participants to participate in
Student Sports Competition in Thailand. Factors affecting the opinions of the
paﬁicipants are expressed as variables governing decisions to participate and
accordingly subjected to analytic treatment.

Selected through an application of the multiple random sampling
method, the research population consisted of 1,846 sports competitors
competing in Student Sports Competition in Thailand. Couched at a reliability
level of 0.91, the tool of research was a five-rating scale questionnaire
concerning factors determining participation. The data were analyzed using

principal component analysis and the varimax method.

The findings are as follows:

Overall, the opinions regarding the decisions to participate in Student
Sports Competition in Thailand were expressed at a high level in regard to all
thirty-three items with the exceptions of Nos. 11, 18, and 29 being expressed
at a moderate level and Nos. 10 and 15 being expressed at a low level. The
nine factors governing the decision to participate were: opportunity to
improve athletically; self-development; leadership development; experiencing
varying circumstances; challenge; developing self-esteem; making friends and
being accepted; opportunity for furthering one’s education and career
opportunities; meeting personal needs; making progress towards becoming a

professional athlete; and enhancing one’s post-graduation opportunities.





