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The objective of this thesis is to propose legal measures to protect
witnwssws in certain criminal cases such as grug cases, national security
cases under the Criminal Code, organized crime cases, and cases related to
“influential persons” and cases with a possible imprisonment of ten years or
more. These offenses are considered very serious crimes. Therefore, it is
necessary to give protection to the witnesses in these cases.

Recently, the idea of giving protection to witnesses in criminal cases
has received a great deal of attention from the public as prosecution of criminal
cases has been the means of enforcement of the law under the Criminal
Procedure Code. When an offense has been committed, the proceeding would

be as follows: the investigation, the arrest, the prosecution and the trial of the
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defendant during which the facts of the case would be proven by witnesses
and by the evidence presented by the parties to the case. It is the court which
should decide the case based on the credibility of the evidence and the
witnesses of the parties.

The laws which govern the persentation of witnesses are Article 172
of the Criminal Procedure Code and the Protection of Witnesses in Criminal
Cases Act B.E. 2546. They provide that the testimony of the witnesses shall

‘be given in the presence of the defendant while the defendant has the right to
defend his case and know the sequence of the testimony of the witnesses.
Because of this procedure, the witnesses may be afraid to give testimony for
fear of their safety.

In view of the aforementioned problems, the author has proposed that
there should be certain measures to give protection to witnesses in criminal
cases whereby certain witnesses in the case should be compelled to testify
outside the courtroom. In taking the testimony of such witnesses, the
testimony should be carried out through video conferencing or a computerized
audio visual system. Such menthods should be deemed to be valid legal
testimony as well. The video conference is a new technology of communication
which both parties can see each other as if the presentation of witnesses is in
the presence of the defendant as required in criminal proceedings. If the video
conferencing technology is employed for the testimony of the witnesses, the

witnesses will be better protected and they will be able to give their statements

more freely. By employing video conferencing, the witnesses and the

defendant should achieve the same result as they do in traditional proceedings.





