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The objectives of this research are (1) to study history and development
of beliefs and rituals of the Phuthai community in Waritchaphum, Changwat
Sakon Nakhon; (2) to record their present beliefs and rituals existing for
future use; (3) to analyze their beliefs and rituals; and (4) to analyze the
influence of beliefs and rituals upon their ways of life at present.

The findings include five aspects of the beliefs and the rituals of
Phuthai:

1. Beliefs in Bun Duean Sam custom influence ways of life in the

agricultural society of Phuthai. Most of them believe that Krathong Na Wua
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are tools for chasing the evil, welcoming the good, and telling the diety in
traditional beliefs of the beginning of cultivating season.

2. There is a belief in Chao Pu Mahesak treat festival and Baisri Su
Kwan ceremony. The Phuthai believe and have faith in Chao Pu Mahesak as
the symbol of every Phuthai and the guardian or sacred god. The worshipping
ceremony and rituals lead to the close relationship with Chao Pu as their
relative, their ancestor, and the name of “Chao Pu” (grand-father). The rituals
at Chao Pu Mahesak shrine are (1) common rituals, formal ritual composed of
~ rituals for inviting Chao Pu Mahesak to join ceremony to make it sacred; and
(2) individual rituals for worshipping, making a vow, and fulfilling the vow.

3. Yao customs are traditional beliefs reflecting local wisdom. A Yao
medicine man performs a Yao ceremony to cure seriously ill patients asking
for Yao treatment. The patients’ recovery causes beliefs in the rituals, faith
and respect among patients and their relatives. However, the belief in‘ Yao
custom was expanded very little in the community, because it is practiced in a
limited group of people.

4. The marriage custom reflects Phuthai’s ideas of respecting their
ancestors. The elders’ role as Pho Lam and Mae Lam in the marriage
ceremony is the mechanism to control people in the frame or rules of the
community. The sense of security and respect come into existence with the
good conduct of Pho Lam and Mae Lam in time sequence. At present, the
belief in Pho Lam and Mae Lam is very limited and rarely spread in the

community.
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5. The funeral ceremony reflects Buddhist and Brahman influence, and
traditional beliefs in the community. Since the growth of technology came to
the community, beliefs and patterns of funeral ceremonies have changed.

As for the future trends of beliefs of Phuthai in Amphoe Waritchaphum
toward these five customs and rituals, the first two tend to stabilize in the
Phuthai ways of life. Yao customs, the belief existing in the elders’ ways of
life living outside the municipal area, becomes less important and tend to
disappear from the society. The marriage ceremony tends to survive, though

there may be some adaptation to cope with the modern period. The Phuthai in
the new generation still give importance to the marriage ceremony, but the
importance and the role of Pho Lam and Mae Lam are ‘reduced. The funeral
ceremony, aiming at mourning for the dead, is important to the Phuthai in the
new generation and tends to survive, too, though the form and prbcess may

change.





