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'The purposes of the study were to study drug use behaviors of the elderly in
Rongmuang Sub-District, Pathumwan, Bangkok Metropolis and to search for the variables that
corre!ated wrth drug use behaviors. These variables were personal factors, health perception
and knowlbdge of drugs. The research subjects consisted of 143 elderly, selected by simple
random san'plmg technique. The instrument used in data collection was an interview consisting
of questlolns conceming personal factors, health perception, knowledge of drugs and drug
use behaYtors of the elderly.

The results of this study are as follows:

| . The arithmetic mean of drug use behavior of the elderly in Rongmuang Sub-
District, Phthumwan. Bangkok Metropolis was at a good level (X = 2. 58). The arithmetic
mean of the other three sub-drug use behaviors, i.c. drug seeking patterns, drug
preservat|$n and drug utilization, were 2.56, 2.55 and 2.59 respectively, which are also
at good llpvels.

EZ. There was a significant relationship between family income and drug use
behaviors | of elderly at the .05 statistical level. However, there was no statistically
significant ; relationship between other personal factors and drug use behaviors. The other
personal factors were sex, age, marital status and educational status.

53. There was no statistically significant relationship between health perception and
drugs usd behaviors at the .05 level.

H There was no statistically significant relationship between knowledge of drugs
and d'ug use behaviors at the .05 level.
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