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The southern unrest in three provinces on the southern border (Pattani
Province, Yala Province, and Narathiwat Province) has been violent and
continuous and is not likely to be over in the near future. Consequently,
Emergency Decree, B.E. 2548, was issued on 16 July B.E. 2548 to solve the
problems in the three provinces. Later, people from various_ séctors criticized
the decree for abusing the ri'gﬁts and Hb‘erties of people in the area more than
giving protection to innocent people and the accused in insurgency or cases
of violence, since people in the area differ in ways of life, language, religion,
customs, tradition, and culture from people in other parts of Thailand.

Because of the above problems, there should be a study of reasons and
the necessity for enforcement of the Emergency Decree in the three provinces

as well as the impact of the decree. The government claims that the enforcement

provides benefits and creates a good understanding among the people. The
content in the decree does, in fact, give protection to people’s rights and
liberties instead of abusing their rights and liberties. The Southern Border
Peace Building Command is directly responsible for ensuring this principle.
Regulations and codes of conduct, precisely and thoroughly described, are
provided as a guideline for governmental officials to use in performing their

Auty in accordance with the intention of the law.





