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This study has two objectives: (1) to investigate impacts of Bhumibol
Dam Project on the changing ways of life of the people in Ban Na
Community, Sam Ngao District, Tak Province; (2) to explore social problems
arising from such change.

The study is based on a qualitative approach using documents, in-depth
interviews with key informants, and participative observation.

The findings are:

1. People from Ban Na community are relocated to a new village and
~ cannot resume their roles as farmers; thereby, they turn to be low-wage
workers or unemployed or migrants to seek jobs in other provinces. Senior
citizens are left to nurture youngsters.

- 2. As a result of the change Brought by the dam project, social
prdblems arise: the increasing rate of divorce due to migration; the
immigrating of thieves from other proVinces due to the upgraded
infrastructures especially roads and transportation system; the increasing rate
of population growth due to the lacking of birth control, the increasing
p;ejudice against the government due to the minimum substitution money for
" the relocation and the lacking of budget to solve problems for the people
involved, the deteriorating relationships among the people due to economic
struggle for survival; and the diminishing of traditional culture due to the

replacing of urban culture.





