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The objective of this research is to study (1) ways of life related to
beliefs and rituals of fishing community in Klongdan, Amphoe Bangbo,
Changwat Samutprakan, (2) their ways of life and customs, and (3) their
identity and cultural area. The interview and participating observation, as well
as document study are tools of this analysis.

The findings are as follows:

Ways of life of the fishing community in Klongdan, Amphoe Bangbo,
Changwat Samutprakran are related to ancestral beliefs and rituals about
careers and activities in daily life. They put more emphasis on ritual related to

their careers since fishing is a highly risky career that depends on natural

resources. Therefore, the community wants to seek spiritual security in their
career through beliefs and ritual associated with natural environments and
sacred.

As for ways of life, this fishing community, like other groups in Thai
society, emphasizes ritual activities for transitional period in life such as from
childhood to adulthood. However, as this fishing community has adopted
p itself to modern ways of life expanding into the community, there are changes

from traditional beliefs and customs. As a result, their traditions and customs
become similar to those of the nearby communities.

As for identity and cultural area, the Klongdan community is rich in
natural resource with diversity in culture and ethnicity. However, their

localism and unity make the community strong and give it bargaining power

against the state for the survival and preservation of their local identity.





