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The purpose of this research were to compare students” English reading comprehension
before and after the learning through literature circle activity as well as to study students’ literary
appreciation and English discussion ability. The experimental group of students were 43 of the 4"
year students of the Faculty of Humanities taking Modern Short Story course (205463) in the first
semester of the academic year 2005 at Naresuan University, Phayao Campus. The experiment
followed the one group pretest posttest design. The researcher taught the experimental group
through the literature circle activity for 18 periods. The English reading comprehension test was
administered before and after the experiment. During the experiment, the researcher investigated
the literary appreciation of students from literature reflection after finishing learning in each
period. Students’ English discussion ability had been studied alternately in periods 2, 4, 6 and 8
respectively. The data collected were analyzed using mean, standard deviation and percentage
calculated by SPSS computer statistic analysis program for Windows.

The findings of this study were as follows:

1. After the students were taught through literature circle activity, the English reading
comprehension scores of the students were higher than those of the pretest.

2. Students’ discussion ability was at satisfactory level passing 50 percent of the criteria

of English discussion ability used in this research.

3. Students’ literary appreciation was at satisfactory level with the mean passing 50

percent of the criteria of literary appreciation used in this research.





