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This thesis investigates what can be known concerning the
development of Thai political parties from their inception until C.E. 2005.
Also investigated is the manner in which the Democrat Party and the Thai Rak
Thai Party could be transformed so that they would become genuine mass
parties.

This exercise in qualitative research is derived from data collected from
documents. This data has been analyzed by reference to the conceptual
apparatus utilized in the study of what constitutes a mass political party in the

light of the basic principles and categories of the Constitution of the Kingdom
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of Thailand C. E. 1997 and the Organic Law on Political Parties C. E. 1998.

Findings are as follows:

1. The history of the Thai political party has spawned a system in
which there are many political parties and not just a few dominant ones. This
is because no single party has earned a majority in the parliament comprised
of more than half the number of all the representatives. Therefore, the
government so far has been a coalition of many political parties. -

2. The principles of the Democrat Party are in consonance with those
principles of a mass party that ensure unbroken continuation of party stability
and basic continuity. The fate of the Party has not been completely dependent
on any single leader as the major factors in the operation of its political
activities since there have been numerous changes in leaders‘ and political
administrators. Therefore, the Democratic Party has satisfied the criteria in
one major sense for being a mass party.

On the other hand, however, this investigation shows that there is
insufficient evidence to conclude that the Thai Rak Thai Party is also a mass
party in this sense. This is because it has been in existence for eight years
without any change in leadership and there is even evidence that the party’s
very existence depends on a single leader.

3. The basic principles of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand
C. E. 1997 and the Organic Act on Political Parties C.E. 1998 supported the
future development of mass political parties. Financial support provided by

the public sector given to political parties for funding political activities
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helped political parties to create activities that allowed for the development of
ideas through the course of training, seminars, study and research. These
ideas were accordingly extrapolated from their point of origin with the
consequence that rank and file members achieved a greater understanding of
political processes. This development was also conducive to a continual
inérease in political participation on the part of the general public.

However, this state of affaifs stands in contrast to the constitutional
requirement that members of parliament must be members of a political party.
To resign from a party entails in itself resignation as a member of parliament.
Therefore, political parties found it difficult to obtain candidates who had
alternative ideas they shared with other uncommon citizens that would
perhaps be highly conducive to solving the problems of the country. They
have to select well-known people accepted by the general public to be
members of their parties. This led both the Democrat Party and the Thai Rak
Thai Party into ignoring the major principle of a mass party that likeminded
citizens should be encouraged to gather together to solve problems of
common concern.

Therefore, both the Democrat Party and Thai Rak Thai Party should
devote themselves to developing and expanding new avenues of expression
and concern which W01:11d be the focus of activity and arena of responsibility
for various branches of the parties. This would entail a restructuring of the
political organizations of these parties such that there would be a continuous

flow in training and the holding of seminars. Such a restructuring would
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additionally generate political knowledge, the construction.of new
relationships between individual party members and the parties as a whole and
the selection of political leaders for the next generation by encouraging
greater participation by a greater number of party members. Such
restructuring would be the means whereby the two parties could eventually

become genuine and complete mass parties in the future.





