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The objective of this research is to study the impact of Thailand’s |
ratification of the Treaty of Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters of
ASEAN, to which Thailand is a signatory. The study was carried out by
comparing the above Treaty with Thailand’s Act for International Cooperation
in Criminal Matters, B.E. 2535 (C.E. 1992), with ASEAN member countries
especially those that have already ratified the Treaty. The study looks into
practical problems.

As Thailand has specifically enacted the law concerning international
cooperation which is the Act for International Cooperation in Criminal
Matters, B.E. 2535 (C.E. 1992), and with the increase in transnational crime

in this region, it is, therefore, necessary to amend the Act for International

”(tjird,(jperation in Criminal Matters, B.E. 2535 (C.E. 1992), to keep up with the

-times and the problems needed to be tackled. The amended Act must be in
harmony with MLAT ASEAN, and it must also be in harmony with the

bllateral and multi-lateral treaties on mutual legal assistance in criminal
;;itférs which Thailand has entered into with various counties prior to

ratifying this Treaty.

The study reveals that several sections of the Act for International

Cooperation in Criminal Matters, B.E. 2535 (C.E. 1992), are not compatible
with or support MLAT ASEAN, and this could affect efficiency in the
prevention and suppression of transnational crimes in the ASEAN region.

In order to harmonize Thailand’s international cooperation in criminal
matters with ASEAN member countries and to fully bring such cooperation
to fruition as are the intentions of the signatories, it is proposed that the Act
for International Cooperation in Criminal Matters, B.E. 2535 (C.E. 1992), be
amended to be consistent with the joint commitments of ASEAN so as to
bring about practical unity in dealing with transnational crimes presently

faced by all ASEAN member countries.





