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This dissertation has three objectives: 1) to study internal and external
factors influencing the Hmong hill tribe people; 2) to study the behaviors of
the Hmong affecting the nation’s security; and 3) to present strategies for
solving the problems of the Hmong. This study of the Hmong hill tribe
people’s behaviors was conducted by investigating three aspects of these
behaviors: the conflicts of people of different cultures living together; the
spread of drugs; and the migration of the Hmong from Laos to Ban Huay Nam
Khao, Phetchabun. This research concerning the Hmong was conducted in
Chiang Mai, Tak, and Phetchabun using Participatory Action Research (PAR)

and qualitative research methods.
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The ﬁpdings are as follows.
1. Internal and external factors were interrelated and influenced the
behaviors of the Hmong in the following aspects.

1.1 In regard to internal factors in Thailand, it was found that
problems in regard to governmental policy and the roles government officials
played affected the behaviors of the LHmong. This resulted from ipstability n
Thai politics and a failure to reform the bureaucracy. In addition, the Hmong
have an ethnicity, history, culture, tradition, way of life, language, beliefs,
values, and identity of their own. This results in a thoroughgoing ethnic
conflict with outsiders from the level of the individual to the societal level.
The Hmong social problems of poverty, lack of education, absence of land for
agriculture, and the condition of people living at the corners of society made
the Hmong eager to establish a social organization which is ethnically based
in order to develop connections with international organization that would
help protect their rights and provide other benefits.

1.2 In regard to external factors, it was found that the roles of
powerful countries such as the United States of America and globalization
influenced the attitudes of the Hmong and affected the activities of the Anti-
Lao Movement (ALM). Moreover, intervention from international
organizations resulted in the call for human rights. In regard to the foreign
policy of Thailand, it was found that Thailand has a clear policy of not
supporting any groups that oppose the governments of neighboring countries.

This led to far better cooperation between Thailand and its neighbor, Laos.
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2. In regard to the behaviors of the Hmong that affected the nation’s
security, the following was found.

2.1 The conflicts of people of different cultures with varying ways of
life have been expressed in terms of conflicts between the Hmong and people
living on the plains. This was caused by lack of security. In addition; the
Hmong had their own culture and identity which encouraged a high lével of ‘ |
awareness of their own ethnicity. This was the factor that created conflicts in
regard to obtaining benefits as well as in regard to the cultural determinants of
different lifestyles.

2.2 The spread of drugs resulted from the problem of poverty, as
well as stemming from new materialistic values absorbed as a consequence of
globalization. Socio-economic conditions and ethnic antagonisms also
contributed to the drug problem.

2.3 The migration of the Hmong from Laos to settle in Ban Huay
Nam Khao in Phetchabun resulted from economic and political problems in
the neighboring country of Laos. Foreign intervention in the form of help
from international organizations became a motivating factor in additional
migrations.

3. Strategies which should be utilized in solving these problems are as
follows.

3.1 Operations in accordance with the master plan to develop the
community, the environment and to control narcotics plants in mountainous

areas in Stage 3 (2002-2006) should be implemented as stipulated.
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3.2 The opportunity should be given to the Hmong to be able to

participate in the solving of problems in all aspects such that they could come
to an awareness of being Thai. This should be supported by government
officials.

3.3 There should be enhanced efficiency in the performance of
government agencies. Relevant rules and regulations of the government
should be amended to fit the present situation and to be in accord with stated
policy.

3.4 There should be progressive international procedures to

investigate, hinder, and push back the immigrants in a speedy and strict
manner. Efforts must be made to develop cooperation with the home countries

~of the immigrants and with the world at large.





