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This research aims to compare phonetics and morphology of Saek language
between two countries: People's Democratic Republic of Laos —Laos PDR and Thailand.
There were two research setting areas in Laos PDR; Baan Toung Muang Nakai --
Kammouan district and Baan Nakadok, Muang Kamkerd --Bolikhamxay district. The
research setting of Seak language in Thailand was Baan Bawa Tarue district--Aumphur
Nawa, Nakhornpanom province. There are two hypotheses in this study: the differences
of language rhyme by words in Seak language in those three areas; and the more
similarity of Seak language in Ban Toung and Bann Nawa than that in Baan Nakadok.
The finding reveals that there are some phonological similarities in Seak language
among its sound of consonants, vowels, intonations and syllable structure in Baan Tound
and Baan Bawa while those in Baan Nakadok appears disparate. Regarding the
-morphology of Seak language, it rarely found any differences among word systems,
which are aspects of word structure and word formation in comparison to style of 3,060
words used in the whole three areas. The most amount of words in Seak language are
similarly used in two areas on the average of 39.20. The same words used in Seak
language among the three areas are forms of words and word transformation of the
same words on the second average of 34.38. The different words used in Seak language

from the three areas appear the least average on 27.42. Considering the same words
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used of the language in two areas, it is found that the Seak words on Baan Toung is the
same as those in Baan Bawa as the largest amount of words on the average of 25.98.
The same Seak words used in Baan Toung and Baan Nakadok appears the following
average on 7.58. The least amount of common words used in Baan Nakadok and Baan
Bawa appears on the average of 4.64. The words used in these three areas apparent
either the most or the least amount of them indicates the relationship of Seak language
among the three areas as the same language. Regarding the different words used in
various areas, it is found that the majority of the words are usually used in Seak language
in each area, which shows its rhyme of the language.

As the first hypothesis, Seak language in the three areas is varied by its word
rhyme as the data shown its style of similarity and difference. This demonstrates that the
Seak speakers in each area show variety of the familiar rhyme in the language. Then, it
becomes a factor for a group of the Seak speakers to modify the language without any
recognition from other groups. In other word, Seak language in Baan Nakadok attached
Vietnam shows its rhyme by communication among the Vietnamese and Laotian who use
common words in Vietnamese and Lao language. Seak language in Baan Bawa,
Thailand is used co.mm'on words with Yoa language, Thai-Isan dialect used by the ethnic
group living in neighboring area, and standard Thai as the official language of the
country. Comparing Baan Toung, which locates in resistant transportation area farther
from the city and seldom communicates with any outsiders, the words used from other
language appears lesser than other 2 areas. Seak language in Baan Toung is probably
conserved the most originated language in this area.

In addition, a comparison between phonology and word formation, specifically
the style of words used, reveals the similarity of Seak language in Baan Toung and Baan
Bawa while that in Baan Nakadok appears different according to the hypothesis
determined. Such information can be assumed that Seak in Nakadok area is previously
disassociated that in Baan Toung and Baan Bawa, which can be seen by the different
sounds and words. On the contrary, Seak language in other two areas is more used by

the common sounds and words in accordance with an historical account from the ethnic
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group. In other words, the ethnic group of Seak formerly migrated from Vietnam and lived
in the areas near Baan Nakadok, at present. Then, a part of them moved further to the
areas of Baan Toung, Baan Bueg, Baan Na-moey and Baan Na-maew. The rest of them
moved to the area of Baan Nakadok. Afterwards, some Seak people from. Baan Toung
were gathered across the Kong River, entering along Atsamat, Thailand. These groups of
people distributed to Baan Phailorm in Muang district; then, finally moved to

Srisongkham district and Nawa district.





