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The research study entitled “Agenda Setting of Local Newspapers for Civic
Rights” was aimed at studying the roles of local journalists on the settlement of news
agendas on civil rights in local newspapers of Phitsanulok Province. This qualitative
study employed an in-depth interview technique to collect information from three local
journalists, selected through purposive sampling, who worked in the three longest-
operated newspapers in Phitéanu?ok, namely Trakoonthai, Prachakorn, and Prachamati.
The analysis revealed the following.

1. The most important criteria or factors of these local newspapers for selecting
a piece of news as important or front-page news were the news occurring near the
period of time when the newspapers would be issued, the news that was of people’s
interests, and the publicized news from public organizations. The newspapers’ editors
were the ones who determined the news content and selected all news pieces by
themselves.

2. The role of the newspapers in Phitsanulok on educating people about the
rights to signing-in to relieve a politician, their rights to medical care, the presentation of
qualifications for electoral candidates or the invitation for electoral application, their rights
to relieving members of parliaments, and their rights to rallies as stated in the
constitution, was at the low level. The news covered only what happened during a
particular period of time, the information thét the public sectors asked the newspapers to

publicize, and paid classified advertisements.

3. Conceming the problems and difficulties on presenting civil rights news, it
was found that the most important problems were the high cost of operation and the
space for publishing the news. Since these newspapers were issued fortnightly and
there was a great amount of news, they primarily focused on the news of péople‘s

interests.





