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The objective of this research is to study the problems related to the
protection of Buddhism under the present laws, that is: the Constitution of the
Royal Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2550; the Act related to the grave sins
committed by a Buddhist priest requiring expulsion from the order, B.E.
2463; the canon act, B.E. 2505 with the amendment (2nd revision) of the
canon act, B.E. 2535; and the code of criminal law.

The findings are as follows:

Three major problems that have caused serious damage are related to a
Buddhist priest who entered the priesthood unintentionally and seriously

violated the rules of Buddhist religion requiring expulsion. Since the
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abrogation of the law concerning the enactment of legal proceedings against a
Buddhist prigst violating Buddhist rules, the concept of applying criminal law
against them does not exist. The first problem is that the existing rules of the
Buddhist religion do not aim at directly and concretely suppressing the
violation of the rules. Hence it cannot be enacted effectively against such a
Buddhist priest. The second problem is that the legal enactment, according to
the present rules, cannot force such a Buddhist priest to respect the rules of
Buddhist religion because they are only rules of the religion, héving only the
power of expulsion from the priesthood, unlike those of the criminal laws
which include penalty provisions. Therefore, any person who wants to seek
benefit for himself does not respect the rules. The last problem is that the
officers, organs, and any related offices are not legally entitled to investigate
a case concerning a Buddhist priest violating the rules. As a result, the
solutions for these problems tend to be vague and aimless.

Moreover, with the belief of the state that religious problems should be
solved by the ecclesiastical ruling power, not by the state, the‘ result is an
increase in and accumulation of problems, which have had an impact on
society as a whole, involving crime, economy, politics, and culture.
Consequently, the state should take part in solving these problems by using
criminal laws in order to protect Buddhism and prevent persons entering the

priesthood from taking advantage of their position.





