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The main purpose of this thesis is to study international investment in a
case study of the concession request for para rubber plantation in Lao PDR.
The researcher focused on the study of inyesting of Thai investor in Lao PDR
by concentrating on the study of the concession request for para rubber
plantation between Thai investor -- in this case, Lao Thai Hua Rubber Co.,
Ltd. and Lao government. The study is about (1) general characteristics of
Lao PDR and the investor (2) driving forces for rubber planting in Lao PDR
(3) suggested guidance in negotiation for the concession request for para

rubber plantation in Lao PDR (4) procedures in the concession request for
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para rubber planting in Lao PDR and (5) problems and difficulties in the
concession request for para rubber plantation in Lao PDR and.

Data collection from this study is gathered from primary data and
secondary data by (1) primary data is collected from key informant in-depth
interview using open-ended questions. Using in-depth interview techniques is
to interview the key informants having expertise in the field or having first-
hand experience of negotiations in cases such as these, or being part of a
negotiating team in a similar situation, the number of key informants totaling
4 altogether. The population sampling was done by using the non-probability
sampling method, which is a purposive sampling technique. (2) secondary
data from journals, articles, newspapers, literature reviews, and theoretic
foundations related to this research. After collecting the requisite data, a
qualitative analysis of the data was conducted with (1) a descriptive analysis
of the information derived from key informant in-depth interview, including
the experience of the researcher in this field; and (2) a contextual analysis of
the information gathered from a conceptual framework, the foundations of
related theories, a review of the existing literature, and other related
documents.

The results of the study can be concluded that suggested guidance in
negotiation for the concession request for para rubber plantation in Lao PDR
the investor should come to consider (1) negoﬁating directly with farmers in
the area where the concession request is likely to menace to those farmers,

(2) increasing an employment rate and farmers’ income, and (3) building a
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trust with the government that the investor would not resell the concession
license or violate any agreement binded to the Lao government. From the
study, the researcher found that the procedures of the concession request are
classified in accordance with a concession area and the authority who grants
an approval into 3 categories as following: (1) less than 3 hectares or less
than 18.75 rais and district-chief officer who grants an approval, (2) less than
100 hectares or less than 625 rais and district governor who grants an
approval, and (3) more than 100 hectares or more than 100 rais and the central
government who grants an approval.

The concession request for para rubber plantation in Lao PDR has
confronted problems or difficulties as to thé procedures as follows:
(1) specifying the concession area, the study encountered that the real
concession area and the mapping area were significantly deviated to each
other. Therefore, it wasted time and expenditure in specifying the concession
area. (2) exploring the concession area, the study found that it was apt to
make some repercussions quite often and easily doing the transaction through
the brokers. It may cause problem into international investment.
(3) proposing the feasibility study of the project and binding the concession
contract, the study found that the contract is not much concise enough and
not covered all the topics since Lao PDR is a new emerging country for
international investment. It can create a loophole of a contract and then

investment policy is not coherent within the country.





