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This exercise in qualitative research investigates (1) factors affecting
success in a career in producing coconut sugar; and (2) problems in and
obstacles to such a career. |

The research population consisted of thirty people producing coconut
sugar in Yokkrabat Subdistrict, Ban Phaeo District, Samut Sakhon Province.
The research tool was a guided interview. The data were analyzed in order to
determine relevant percentages, means, and standard deviation.

It was determined that there are internal factors at a high level affecting

success in a career of producing coconut sugar in this area. (1) In regard to
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the aspect of inspiration, it was valuable to see others being successful in such
a career by virtue of being able to create added value to local products such as
coconut sugar. (2) In regard to the aspect of attitude, significant was the
desire on the part of producers for consumers to be able to consume genuine
coconut sugar. (3) In regard to the aspect of learning, it was important to
understand that producing cocoﬁut suga;' stemmed from the local wisdom of
the past. (4) In regard to the aspect of career expectations, involved was a
campaign for more people to consume coconut sugar. Second in significance
to that expectation was the belief that production of coconut sugar would
create more income for one’s family.

External factors regarding a career in coconut sugar production in this
area are as follows: (1) In regard to production, the condition of the soil,
water, air, and sunlight are positively correlated with the quantity of sugar
contained in coconut trees. Also significant is being able to use standing
orchard coconut trees for purposes of seeding and replanting to replace dead
coconut trees. Second in importance at a high level was the selection of the
coconut trees by the producers themselves. (2) In regard to the aspect of
marketing, coconut sugar was normally sold through middlemen. Second in
importance was the selling of coconut sugar in the local area and in other
provinces. (3) There was support for the coconut sugar producers from both
the private and the public sectors at a moderate level as evidenced by the fact
that loans are available from the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural

Cooperatives.
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2. The problems in and obstacles to a career in producing coconut
sugar are as follows: (1) Lack of investment funds; (2) laborers who are too
old to climb coconut trees and difficulty in finding other laborers; (3) vermin
sucking sugar, including rats, squirrels, termites, and rhinoceros beetles, as
well as some of these pests eating coconut tree trunks and tops as well; (4)
shorea floribunda trees are expensive and hard to find; (5) coconut trees are
too high; (6) low quantity of clear sugar per tree; (7) expensive and hard to
find fuel as well as no suitable storage places for fuel; (8) the boiling down of
sugar is a slow process and the boiling substance easily returns to its original
form when too hot; (9) the wholesale price of coconut sugar paid by
middlemen too variable; (10) sometimés the coconut sugar producers are
unable to sell all of their product; (11) equipment for producing coconut sugar
easily broken, difficult to find and expensive; (12) inconvenient system of
transportation; (13) raw materials vulnerable to spoliation and expensive; (14)
variable market prices for coconut sugar; and (15) no public or private sector
experts visiting and advising coconut sugar producers.

Problems and obstacles are not found in regard to the following
aspects: (1) advertising; (2) coconut sugar quality; and (3) production

planning and distribution.





