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205640

This thesis uses both qualitative and documentary methods. The
objectives of this investigation are: (1) to analyze the educational philosophy
found in Hesse’s literary works in terms of consistency in reasoning, whether
the reasoning is systematic, and their expression of educational values and
expectations. (2) In addition, the concepts of educational philosophy in his
work are synthesized. Finally, (3) compared are Hesse’s concepts in this
regard to prominent philosophies of education such as essentialism,
perennialism, progressivism, reconstructionism, existentialism and Buddhism.
The areas of discussion are the foundations of thought, the question of
purpose, educational curricula, the role of teachers and students, and the

process of learning.
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The sample consists of such works of Hesse translated by Sodsai‘
Kuntiworapong from the English translations. The works examined are Peter
Camenzind; Under the Wheel, Knulp, Gertrude, Rosshalde, Demian,
Klingsor’s Last Summer, Siddharatha, Steppenwolf, Narcissus and Goldmuld,
Journey to the East and The Glass Bead Game. The researcher read these
works and analyzed the works by reference to post-modern philosophical
concepts.

The results of the study are:

1. Analysis of thé works exhibit conceptual characteristics in terms of
consistency in reasoning, whether the reasoning is systematic, and the
educational values and expectations expressed. This analysis is conducted
within a framework consisting of discussions of the foundations of thought,
the question of purpose, educational curricula, the role of teachers and
students, and the process of learning.

2. A synthesis shows that the concépts of Hesse’s educational
philosophy are derived from a cognitive foundation assuming beliefin a
personal God and the value of individual differences. Examining the
foundations of thought in this connection provides the means whereby the
purpose of education can be delineated by means of an analogy between
social structure and the organs of the human body. This leads to a philosophy
of education in which curricula are formulated for the sake of actualizing the

potentialities of students and fostering the study of religion. In addition, this
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approach presupposes that the arts and sciences should be studied in a fashion
revealing those values which are of benefit to others.

3.A comparison shows that the concepts of Hesse’s educational
philosophy are closely connected with the philosophical foundations of
perennialism in regard to the purpose of curricula and attitudes toward
students. There are connections with essentialism insofar as it concerns the
purpose of education and curricula. Similarities are also found between
Hesse’s educational philosophy and progressivism in regard to the purpose of
education, the relationsilip between teacher and student and the process of
learning. The social aspects of Hesse’s educational philosophy reflect the
attitude of reconstructionism in regard to the purpose of education and the
process of learning. Some parts are also identical to existentialism concerning
the student-teacher relationship and the process of learning. Finally, Hesse’s
concepts of curricula, the student-teacher relationship and the process of

learning are similar to Buddhism.





