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Witnesses in cases involving influential persons are not accorded
proper protection, even if their testimony is vital to the verification of the
legal proceedings at hand. This also affects the administration of justice.
Realizing the importance of the aforementioned problem, therefore, Thailand
enacted the Protection of Witnesses in Criminal Prosecution Act of A.D. 2003
to provide witness protection in criminal cases, including protection for close
relatives. However, the Act still faces certain problems and limitations.

The author studied the problems and limitations of the Protection of
Witnesses in Criminal Prosecution Act of A.D. 2003, which makes provisions
for witness protection in the case of the perpetrator, the establishment of a

witness protection agency, and administration of the witness protection
program, by conducting a comparative study of the laws and measures that are
in force in other countries.

The results of the study reveal that the Protection of Witnesses in Criminal
Prosecution Act of A.D. 2003 lacks certain provisions for witness protection
in cases involving influential persons. These problems and limitations affect the
witness protection, which is not sufficiently effective and is in accordance
neither with the spirit or the letter of the law. The author recommends
developing the witness protection program in Thailand by using legal as well
as others measures which will render witness protection -- in cases involving
influential persons -- more appropriate and more effective. In this way,
valuable witnesses may be obtained who cah help prove the guilt of the
accused. In Thailand, these measures would constitute an important

mechanism for eliminating the power exerted by influential individuals.





