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The objective of this research is to study the etymology in Amphoe Pak
Panang, Changwat Nakhon Si Thammarat in the following aspects:
(1) the origin of Moobaan name, (2) ways of life of dwellers in Amphoe Pak

Panang, and (3) their beliefs and values associated to the etymology. The

* study of samples from villagers and the interview, as well as documentary
study, are tools of this analysis.

The findings are as follows:

The etymology in this region can be categorized into twelve groups:
naming after landscape, trees, careers, animals, legends, persons, blessings,

direction and location, religions, dwelling area and building, communication,

and human manners. Each of the names reflects vividly the infrastructure of
each village which may be related to careers, consumption, governance,
dwellings and buildings in the village, communication, trade, or local plants.
All of these reflect ways of life in the community. Though in present
circumstances, social ways of life have changed, the identity of ways of life of
people in Pak Panang still exists in names in the village.

In addition, the etymology can reflect beliefs and social values of
people in Pak Panang. These beliefs may be influenced by religion, traditional
beliefs still worshipped and practiced as in the past. The values such as
naming based on popularity may be considered as cultural trends influencing
ways of life. Though some social values at present may change along with the
changes in culture and beliefs in society, the etymology influenced by beliefs

and values still exists in the village at present.





