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This research has two objectives: (1) to study socio-cultural changes in
the reign of King Chulalongkorn and Field Marshall Phibulsongkram’s
period, and (2) to compare those changes in terms of causes, objectives,
methods, and outcomes.

The study is conducted on the basis of documentary research using
descriptive analytical method to investigate and compare modernization
during two different periods.

The findings are:

1. King Chulalongkorn begins changes in the political arena by
sreplacing the traditional bureaucratic system with the new ministerial system
widely used in Europe during his time. After that he promotes changes in
socio-economic and cultural contexts by establishing infrastructure such as
railways, electricity, pipe water, post offices and so on; abolishing slavery
system, and out-of-date traditions such as hair styles and kneeling to the King
and the dynasty.

2. Field Marshall Phibulsongkram's orientation concerning
modernization is more a question of form than structure. For example, he
brings in freedom of speech in the manner of Hyde Park, and modern ways of
dressing and customs. However, many of the changes which he introduces to
Thai society, especially in the socio-cultural setting, cannot survive long.

3. Both King Chulalongkorn and Field Marshall Phibulsongkram seek
to modernize Thailand, but it is internal factors that drive King
Chulalongkorn to change while external factors are the main reason for Field
Marshall Phibulsongkram. Both of them use coercive and persuasive methods
for the changes but with different outcomes. People are more responsive to
the changes brought by King Chulalongkorn than Field Marshall
Phibulsongkram.





