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This thesis was infended to leok into public behavior and participatory level in local polific,
particularly in the sanitary district areas. Samitary district in Thailand can be classified into two groups
according to the types of chairman of the samitary district: elected or exr officio. The study also taiked
about factors affecting popular participation in the samitary district. Bang Sr1 Muang Sanitary District,
with elected chairman, and Plai Bang Sanitary District, with ex officic chairman, were chasen for study.

The study found that popular participation 1n both sanitary districts were classified &s low
to medium and had significant statistical differemces 1.e, people 1n elected-charrman samitary district
tended to take more role in the local political administration than those in er officio-chairman sanitary
district. It is also found that people in elected-chairman sanitary district tended to have significant
difference with people 1n ex officio-chairman sanitary district in term of popular participation [evel.
Factors affecting participation level in both type of samitary district included sex,age,occupation,
tncome, group, membership, erpectation for other [ocal benefits,and democratic ideclogy. Factoers having
no significant statistics affecting political partiﬁipatioﬂ level 1n both kinds of sanitary district were
educational {evel and range of living period in sanitary district.

The study sugzested that samitary district should be limited to only one type, 1.e. with

elected chairman.
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