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Sanitary district is the earliest form of local government in
Thailand. It has been developed since the reign of King rama V but was
terminated in 1932 A.D., after the revolution, and substituted by
municipality. However, sanitary district was brought into use again 1in
1952 A.D. in a commission form which obviously shared and partly
administrated by government officials and has been considered as not a
local self-government unit and, for this reason, sanitary district should
be upgraded to municipality.

The study aims at measuring the attitudes of Chairman and committee
members of sanitary district both exofficio and elected towards upgrading
sanitary district to municipality including its problems and difficulties
in sanitary districts in Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Province.

The conclusion of the study reveals that the criteria of income,
number and density of population will be the major problems in upgrading
sanitary district to municipality. According to the commission members,
the criteria should be adjusted. Sanitary district should be upgraded to
municipality in order to be allied with local self-government and fully
independent. However, by different backgrounds, the exofficio member
believes that sanitary district is still effective and this conveys no
enthusiamsm among elected members in supporting to upgrade sanitary district
to municipality.
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