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This thesis aims to study the relationship between novel and
history 4y comparing Japanese historyv during the Tokugawa period, with James

Clavell'% nistorical novels, Shogun and Gai-jin.

I
| The resu'!t of the study shows that the novelist makes the historical
|

happenings in his fictions different from the fact. As well, he invents the
events ajd characters, and adds the stories of Japanese soclzty and culture.
However,:he studied Japanese history and culture before writing these two
novels. :
I The reason why he changed the historical details 1s that he only
intended |to write interesting and exciting stories to entertain his readers.

He ignor%d the historical accuracy. He said his fictions were not the
history 90 it did rot necassarily always relate to what truly happenad.
As a rbsqlt, he was able to alter history and made up the stories according

to his Ljaglnatlon and ideas.
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