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The study of folk songs sung by Jintara Punlap aims to analyze (1) the
reflection of society and culture contained therein, (2) the reflection of female
life, and (3) the art of composition, the use of language and idiomatic
expressions. The 34 collections used in this research, totaling 409 songs in
all, were selected from A.D. 1989 to 2004. The findings were presented in the
form of a descriptive anélysis.

In regard to the analysis of the reflection of society and culture
contained in the songs, it was found they recorded many events that reflected
Thai society and culture, especially of northeastern society, in a broad way.
Most of the people in the northeastern part of Thailand are poor and lead a

simple life. The members of the family and their relatives enjoy a close
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relationship. Their main occupation is farming, and most of the people have a
lower level of education, poverty being the main obstacle to education
opportunities. A large number of people from the Northeast are forced to
migrate and relocate. Most people prefer to find work in the capital after the
harvesting périod is over. In regard to the reflection of cultural, it conveys the
strength of Thai culture. People in the rural areas still adhered to old beliefs
and wholesome traditions. Membeis of the younger generation feel proud of
the traditions inherited from their ancestors. However, rural society is
undergoing a périod of rapid change, especially with regard to the impact of
materialism. Television has had a great influence in exposing rural society to
symbols of economic growth, such as beauty, extravagance, modernity, etc.

In regard to the life of women, it was found that females enjoy greater
freedom and a higher level of education. Women shoulder more
responsibilities since they havé to take care of children and household chores
in addition to working outside the home. Groui) of women travel from the
rural areas to work in the capital, most of them being employed in factories
and in the service sector. Most women believe in romance, and hope to find
true love and marry a nice, responsible man. Although from an overall point
of view, women enjoy a better life, their status is still inferior position and
they receive maltreatment at the hands of a male-dominated society.

The songs sung by Jintara Punlap contain a variety of types of
composition, the use of language and idiomatic expressions. The types of

composition include regular Thai lyrics and lyrics in the northeastern dialect.
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There are a selection of words that are repeated for effect, a well as foreign
words and dialect words, in order to create beautiful lyrics that achieve depth
of meaning. Moreover, idiomatic expressions, imagery, and Thai idioms are
used in order to convey the lyrics in a more interesting and artful fashion.

The songs sung by Jintara Punlap contained a variety of content and
compositional forms and reflect the real life of people in society, especially
that of workers, who are the majority of the people in the country. The songs
of Jintara Punlap reach northeastern people everywhere: in rural area, in the
city, and in foreign countries. These soﬁgs are like close friends that provided
courage when the listener is depressed, that help him/her to fight against
hardship, that console the listener when he feels lonely and suffers from
homesickness, and that repeatedly remind listeners of their roots. The songs
sung by Jintara Punlap therefore are valuable as a form of literature that serves

Thai society and acts as an authentic reflection of Thai culture.





