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This thesis investigates the powers and duties of the members of a
particular government administrative organization committee, namely, The
Movie Rating Council of Thailand. Additionally considered is the mechanism
whereby members of the Council accede to membership.

The authority of the Council stems from its exercise of the executive
powers of the state under the Motion Picture Act, B.E. 2473 (C.E. 1930) (as
amended in the years B.E. 2479 (C.E. 1936) and B.E. 2515 (C.E. 1972)).
This power is exercised when the Council engages in the censorship of
motion pictures. Such powers of censorship are expressed when the Council

orders motion pictures to be returned, allows production of motion pictures to
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proceed, orders the confiscation of motion pictures or dictates the cessation
of the production of the same.

The taking of office as a member of The Motion Picture Censorship
Council falls under the rubric of the aforementioned Motion Picture Act. The
taking of office is accomplished through appointment by the Commissioner-
General of the Royal Thai Police and not by election. The majority of the
members of the Council are government officials.

This investigation has determined that the major problems of the
aforementioned Motion Picture Act are its authority and the mechanism
whereby Council members take office. This is because the Motion Picture
Act focuses on protecting the public without taking into account the views of
motion picture professionals. In other words, the extent of the executive
powers permitted by the law to be exercised by the Council is limited.
Nonetheless, the Council is devoid of authority to regulate the activities of
motion picture professionals or to propose motion picture policy. In
comparison to The Federation of Thai Industries, it is clear that the Council
does not have sufficient power of control over Thai motion pictures, a state of
affairs which will eventually affect Thai society.

In addition, the manner in which members of the Council are appointed
under a system controlled by government officials is incompatible with how
other professional organizations are regulated. This is seen in the fact that
professional organizations are normally governed by those who are elected

by the members of the organizations.
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Considering the aforementioned Motion Picturé Act by reference to
motion picture laws in foreign countries such as the United States, the United
Kingdom, France, and India, it can be seen that there are provisions permitting
members of motion picture professional organizations to participate as
members in various committees constituted by motion picture organizations.
In addition, there are also provisions authorizing the giving of advice to
ministers or other government officials concerned with motion picture policy
in regard to the development of suitable motion pictures, distribution of
motion pictures and even motion picture research.

It is therefore proposed that the aforementioned Motion Picture Act be
amended so as to become consonant with the governance of other professional

organizations under Thai laws and similar foreign laws.





