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This thesis investigates and compares the motivations of Chai Nat
Technical College students who are engaging in further study at the higher
vocational diploma level. In this connection, the students are investigated in
the following aspects: personal reasons, support from others, characteristics of
the institution, and future career aspirations. The students were classified in
accordance with the demographic characteristics of gender, fields of study,
academic achievement, career of parents or guardians, and the income of
parents or guardians.

The research population consisted of 242 first-year students at the

higher vocational diploma level studying in the second semester of the
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academic year 2007. The stratified random sampling method was employed
in obtaining respondents from ten fields of study. The research tool was a
questionnaife concerning motivations to study at a higher vocational diploma
level, and which was couched at the reliability level of 0.91. The statistical
techniques used in analyzing the data were percentage, mean, and standard
deviation. In addition, the #test, and one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA)
were used for testing purposes.

F indings are as follows:

1. Overall, students at Chai Nat Technical College are highly motivated
to study at a higher vocational diploma level. When considered in each
aspect, it was found that the motivation to engage in further study was at a
high level in three aspects in descending order as follows: future career,
personal reasons, and the characteristics of the institution. Motivation in the
aspect of support from others was at a moderate level.

2. Differences in gender are not correlated at a statistically significant
level of 0.05 with differences in motivation to study at a higher vocational
diploma level in all aspects.

3. Students studying in different fields showed differences at the
statistically significant level of 0.05 concerning motivation to study at a
higher vocational diploma level in regard to the aspect of support. There were
no differences at the statistically significant level of 0.05 in regard to the
aspects of personal reasons, the characteristics of the institution, and future

carecr,
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4. Students who differed in academic achievement evinced no
differences at the statistically significant level of 0.05 in regard to the
motivation to study at a higher vocational diploma level in all aspects.

5. Students who differed in regard to the careers of parents or guardians
evinced no differences at the statistically significant level of 0.05 vis-a-vis the
motivation to study at a higher vocational diploma level in all aspects.

6. Students with differences in the income of parents or guardians
showed differences at a statistically significant level of 0.05 in their
motivation to study at a higher vocational diploma level in regard to the
aspect of the characteristics of the institution. However, there were no
differences at the statistically significant level of 0.05 in the aspects of

personal reasons, support from others, and future career.





