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This thesis is concerned with presenting the demographical characteristics
of selected young people in the Bangkok Metropolitan Area vis-a-vis factors
governing their exposure to Internet sports news. Also considered are the
sources of information presented to these young people when exposed to
Internet sports news. Finally, taken into account are the interests expressed
and perceived benefits of such exposure on the part of the young people under
investigation.

In regard to the sample population of this investigation, 400 members

were selected by reference to Taro Yamane’s purposive sampling method
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(1973) at a reliability level of 95 percent and a concomitant margin of error at
five percent. The instrument of research was a questionnaire.

The téchniques of descriptive statistics used in the course of analyzing,
formulating and tabulating the data acquired were frequency, percentage,
mean and standard derivation. T-test and one-way analysis of variance
(ANOVA) were also employed for testing purposes. In cases of statistically
significant differences, the least significant difference (LSD) multiple |
comparison method was used.

Findings are as follows:

1. In regard to the respondents, male young people (X = 3.28) studying
at the undergraduate level (X = 3.26) between the ages of eighteen and twenty
(X=3.32) had an Internet sports news exposure greater than that of female
young people (X=3.22).

2. In regard to the source of sports information, it was found that the
young people under investigation were exposed to sports news at the www
.siamsport.co.th site (X = 3.31) because this Web site presented a Wide array
of sports news from all over the country (X=3.36). The young people under
examination are of the opinion that this Web site is a source of information
concerning both domestic and international sports news (X=3.29). These
young people accessed sports news at www.siamsport.co.th thrice weekly
(X=3.26). This last exposure was for the purposes of obtaining follow-up

information (X=3.31).
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3. In regard to the interest in sports displayed by the young people
under examination, it was found that the majority were interested in reading
sports news ’at www.siamsport.co.th so as to have up-to-date sports news
information (X = 3.30). Moreover, at the level of the same mean, these young
people were exposed to football news (X = 3.30).

" These respondents were more interested in exposure to Internet sports
news because it was convenient and quick (X= 3.31) than because it offered
more copious and highly variegated information (X= 3.25). This finding is in
accordance with the set hypothesis which postulated that the interest of young
people in sports news differentially affected their exposure to Internet sports
news.

4. In regard to the perceived benefits these young people believed they
gained from accessing sports news on the Internet, it was found that the
majority perceived benefits to have been gained in the aspect of sports
information (X= 3.28). The perceived benefits gained from www.siamsport
.co.th was also in the aspect of sports information (X= 3.32). The perceived
benefits in accessing this Website particularly pertained to the aspect of
purportedly becoming beneficially cognizant of developments in the realm of

sports (X=3.29).





