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This thesis investigates (1) the levels of gratification of children in the
Khlong Sam Wa district of Bangkok Metropolis upon viewing Thai folk
dramas on television. Moreover, investigated are (2) the contents of the folk
dramas on television viewed by the children under investigation. Additionally
considered are (3) the presentations of these folk dramas on television viewed
by the aforesaid children, as well as (4) their exposure to folk drama
 presentations. Finally, (5) discussed are the perceived benefits of viewing
these televised folk dramas on the part of the children in question.

The researcher studied folk dramas broadcast between 8.30 a.m. and

9.30 a.m. on Channel 7. The sample population consisted of 350 children
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randomly selected from Prathom Sueksa students of levels 4 to 6 enrolled in
three schools in the Khlong Sam Wa district, namely, Bang Chan (Pluem
Wittaya Nusom) School, Wat Ku Bon School, and Wat Phraya Surane School.
The instrument of research was a questionnaire completed by the respondents
themselves.

The techniques of descriptive statistics used in data analysis were
frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation. Additional testing was
conducted by means of #-test, and One-way analysis of variance (ANOVA).

Findings are as follows:

Students in Prathom Sueksa 4 to 6 of Bang Chan (Pluem Wittaya
Nusorn), Wat Ku Bon School, and Wat Phraya Surane School are satisfied
with the folk dramas. The majority favor amusing contents over ghost stories.
The favorite story of the majority is the story of Sang Thong. They like viewing
folk dramas having many episodes. They are of the opinion that folk drama
plots should be concise in order to be followed easily, though it would be well
to present additional content. They prefer happy endings. Their favorite character
is the leading female performer. The components of folk dramas they find
most interesting are the abilities displayed by performers. They are of the
opinion that performers should perform well while preferring teenage
performers. The majority concur in holding that songs, sound effects, and
costumes should be reflective of the story. Most respondents prefer natural

settings, especially in forests.
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Most of the respondents believe that the folk dramas should be broadcast
on Saturdays and Sundays from 8.30 a.m. to 9.30 a.m. The respondents
engaged in viewing sessions of forty to sixty minutes with family members
present. They viewed all of each episode, commercials notwithstanding.
According to the respondents, the folk dramas were viewed for the sake of
relaxation and alleviating tension. The majority learned about these folk dramas
from viewing pertinent advertisements on Channel 7 broadcast between
programs.

The perceived benefits of viewing these televised folk dramas are as
follows:

Love for parents is heightened. They develop a better relationship with
Buddhism and greater faith in the Triple Gem. This leads to habitually expressing
gratitude. In addition, on the basis of viewing these dramas, most of the
respondents believe they obtain greater knowledge of morality, how the Thai
language is used, as well as greater knowledge of arts; traditions and culture.
Folk drama viewing creates an attitude of the need to sow good deeds in order
to reap good rewards.

The members of the entire sample population were satisfied with the

Thai folk dramas presented on Channel 7 at a high level (X = 4.15).





