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. The main objectives of this thesis are to study and evaluate the consumpfion’s concept of

I
111:11115“'(:&11{11 cconomics, to study and analyze the development of current consumerism society 1n the

|
context of social history, and to expand and link Buddhist philosophy to the study of consumptior
| :
under Bqddhist economics framework. The mcthodology of this thesis 1s based on documentary

|
resca rches{.
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. Mainstream  economics under the Newton-Descartes  paradigm  has its foundation  front
|

utilitariani}sm which believes that human naturc generates unlimited wants. Utilitarianism uses utility

|
or preferdncc as an ndicator to measure the satisfaction level of consumers. This idea leads to thg
|
undcrstanaliing that the more goods or services are consumed, the greater utility consumers have.
| _

|
Thereforc] a person try to own and consume more than (s)he neced. Today society 1s under

I
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consumerﬁsm becausc of the growth of modern capitalism. Objects or commoditics have not only usg

|
value fr{}#n their nature, but also hidden value or sign. Buddhist philosophy with holistic paradigny

I
illuminate: the nature and the law of nature under causal occurrence. Human beings as part of

|
holistic n%lture should not aware only their unlimited wants, The consumption under this paradigm is

1 [
not a self-ending activity but a means that allows human beings to attain true well-being ; 1t ’s a
1

means of; practice and development for [urther potentialities in order to balance and harmonize
| . . : . :

between [humans behavior and society with nature which are mutually supportive. Moderate
I

consumption should consider the true valuc, ecological limitation and distribution of the rest to other
|

| : . . .
peoplc. Tlllerefore, the consumption under Buddhist philosophy should bc an alternative for mankind

| . : :
to prevent the mode of consumption that creates problems or suffering to human beings
|
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