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The sfudy compared two species of yellow silk cotton trees grown in
Ramkhamhaeng University, Bangkok. These were Cochlospermum regium Pilger (single
and double forms) and C. religiosum Alston, considering both the morphology and the
anatomy of the plants. Leaves of all plants are single, orbicular and spiral. The flowers
are large, yellow and showy. The differences between the single and double forms are
leaf incision, inflorescences and petal number. In C. religiosum Alston, twigs, petioles,
lower leaf surface and sepals are pubescent. In anatomical study, vascular tissue of
young stem occurred in radial rows and was separated by a band of pjth ray. The gum
canal of all plants is lysigenous, scattered in cortex and pith. In mature wood, however,
vessels are less in rows than in primary growth. Diffuse porous and a banded confluent
parenchyma are also characteristics of mature wood. Rays are heterocellular and druse
crystals are found in C. religiosum Alston. The leaves are bifacial with normal stomata
and hypostomatic. The midrib consists of curved vascular tissue with radial vessels. Gum
canals are found in both mesophyll and midrib. This study was clearly identified of these

plants and a successful basis for further study of practical application.





