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This research has two objectives: (1) to study international terrorism
and its impact on the security of Thailand; (2) to investigate the United States’
roles in launching preventive and problem-solving measurement against
terrorism, as a consequence of an incident occurred on September 11, 2001.

The study is based on a qualitative approach using documents from
both primary and secondary sources: publications, government reports,
articles, textbooks, etc.

Findings are as follows:

1. Although Thailand is not directly involved with problems and

conflicts related to the causal factors of international terrorism, she cannot

avoid the impact of international terrorism.
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The United States and Israel have embassies, consulate offices,
trading firms, and airline companies in Thailand; these organizations are
operational targets for terrorists. Although Thailand is not the direct target,
she is obliged to cooperate with other countries to counter terrorism since it is
considered a common threat to the international community.

2. After the incident which occurred on September 11, 2001, US
foreign policy was not to compromise with any countries which supported
terrorism. President George W. Bush announced that every country in every
region must choose between the US and the terrorists. Following the
announcement, Afghanistan under the Taliban government and Iraq under
President Suddam Hussein were accused of supporting Osama Bin Laden,
who claimed responsibility for the 9/11 sabotage. Later both of them were
ousted by US troops. Bush's strategies to counter terrorism also included the
re-organization of an intelligence agency, the prevention of the harboring and
dissemination of deadly weapons such as nuclear bombs, biochemical
weapons, and radioactive equipment used for purposes of terrorism. Also,
there was an attempt to launch democracy in the Middle East with the hope
that this would eliminate the radicals. The US government also launched
several guidelines for practices in regard to alliances in dealing with
terrorism. For instances, the policy of not negotiating with terrorists under ény
circumstances, especially when it came to cases of abduction, bringing
terrorists to justice, boycotting countries which supported terrorists, providing

technical training and assistance to alliance partners to improve their
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capabilities in dealing with terrorists. Also, terrorism interdiction program
and crisis management programs were instituted.

The US government considers Southeast Asia as a secondary front
in waging the war against terrorism. Therefore, the USA enlarged her role in
countering terrorism in this region in many respects, namely; politics,
international relations, law, economics, finance, intelligence agencies, and the

military.





