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This thesis investigates the possibility of applying methods of peaceful
resolution in dealing with the escalating violence in Thailand’s three southern
border provinces through the reconciliation efforts of the National
Reconciliation Commission (NRC). |

The investigation utilizes a qualitative methodology by virtue of
analyzing previous research findings, interviews, speeches, dialogues and
announcements. Investigation shows that the problems in the three southern
provinces have been growing for years. There are many factors in this growth,
including the historical record of conflict, differences in race, religion and

culture, the expression of identity on the part of the local populace, poverty,
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drugs and conflict between government officers and local residents. These
problems have recently been exacerbated by continuous violence. The
resolution of the violence through reconciliation is a long-term measure,
thereby precluding a solution in the near future. Nonetheless, resolution
techniques are highly regarded on a global scale.

From the perspective of the researcher, the resolution of the violence in
the three southern provinces can be brought about by means of the activities
of the National Reconciliation Commissions (NRC). The NRC would deploy
successful problem solving techniques, the upshot of which would at least be
a gradual decline in violence. Such a reconciliation process appears practical
even if it would be a long-term effort requiring eager participation and

cooperation by all concerned parties.

Recommendations:

1. The success of strategies and policies will depend on the
management and leadership of prime ministers.

2. A campaign should be quickly mnstituted such that all of society is
made aware of how different races, religions and cultures express social
values. If reconciliation ensues, the effects of the conflict between global
capitalism and Islam can be minimized.

3. There should be a focus on participation of organizations and
citizens in the area in the reconciliation process. This would give them an
opportunity to participate in the process of decision making concerning

policies which have decisive effects on their daily lives.
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4. There should also be a focus on local expressions of perceived needs,
matters deemed important and forces impinging on the lives of residents when
efforts at resolution are made in view of the expression of retrograde actions
in violation of the principles of reconciliation. Such attempts would bring
acceptance and cooperation in their wake and in the long rum make efforts at

reconciliation more effective.





