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As an application of survey research, this thesis investigates how the
imitative behaviors of selected early teenagers are affected by viewing television
dramas. Demographical characteristics of the subjects of investigation are
compared with imitative behaviors affected by being exposed to these dramas
in regard to contents, especially the behaviors depicted.

The sample population consisted of 450 male and female early teen
students between the ages of twelve and sixteen who were studying at the
secondary school level in schools under the supervision of the Bangkok
Educational Service Area Office 2, Don Mueang Administrative Area. The

students under investigation were enrolled at Seekun (Wattananunupphathum)
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School, Thahanakat Bamrung School, and Chaturachinda School. Instruments
of research were a questionnaire and a test.

The techniques of descriptive statistics used in data analysis were
frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation. The hypothesis was tested
using the techniques of #-test and One-way analysis of variance (ANOVA).
The Least Significant Difference (LSD) paired comparison method was applied
in cases in which differences were found to be at a statistically significant level.

Findings are as follows:

Differences in demography did not affect the imitative behavior
influenced by exposure to television dramas, two factors notwithstanding.
The demographical factors of age and living with parents did affect imitative
behaviors influenced by such exposure.

However, exposure behavior vis-a-vis television dramas did not affect
the imitation behaviors of the early teenagers being investigated. Nonetheless,
it was found that the opinions toward television dramas of the subjects affected
imitation behaviors.

Furthermore, the sample population most frequently preferred dramas
presenting love stories. They viewed dramas for purposes of entertainment and
relaxation. More frequently drama contents induced reflection in the subjects
and presented lessons to them instead of being used to provide models of
comportment applicable to current situations.

The subjects frequently witnessed scenes in which characters used
impolite language. Moreover, their greatest preference was for love scenes
involving hugging and kissing behaviors by the leading characters. They
evinced dislike of scenes in which characters drink alcoholic beverages, smoke
or take drugs. At the highest level the subjects were of the opinion that the
Public Relations Department should promote a rating system for televised

dramas.





