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This study is a consideration of relationship among the United States, the Soviet Union and
China as the three great powers competing for power and influence among themselves in the
“Triangular Relationship’ during the ‘Cold War’ after the second World War until 1990 and the
dissolution of the Soviet Union at the -end of 1991.

In the competition, each power paid great attention to its own national interests. In this
regard, China and the Soviet Union paid most attention to their respective security. While
America had less to care about its security relatively. Conflicts occurred in Asia and Europe, and,
geopolitically speaking, had genuine effects on the Soviet Union and China, more than on
America. ‘ -

In the struggle in the ‘Triangular Relationship’ a pattern of relations between two powers
usually had an impact on policies and positions of the third party. Incréasing conflicting
relationship between China and the Soviet Union in the 1970’s led to the ‘rapprochement’
between China and the United States. At the same time, the ‘rapprochement’ prompted more
negative attitude towards China from the Sovict Union which did not want to‘have China with
military strength as neighbor.

In the ‘Triangular Relationship’, the United States scemed to be in a better position as far
as the bargaining power was concerned. The United States could play ‘China Card’ in dealing
with the Soviet Union, and it could play ‘Sovict Card’ in its dealing with China. Both China and
the Soviet Union recognized that their continuing conflict would be disadvantageous for them.
Therefore, they decided to find ways through negotiation, bewining in 1979, to reduce their
contlicts.

Negotiations towards that end did not move well enough because the stift conditions set by
China were important to Sovict interest in international politics. And, at the same time, rapid
leadership change in the Soviet Union since the death of President Brezhnev in 1982 delayed the
progress of the ncgotiation.

When Mikhail Gorbachev assumed the leadership in the Soviet Union in 1985, things
changed for the better in the “Triangular Relationship’. The need for domestic reform,
cconomically and politically,vaccording to ‘Glasnost’ and Perestroika’ led Gorbachev to promote
better relations both wi.th China and the United States. Gorbachev’s offers for better relations
were warmly and willingly received by the United States and China. This finally led to the end of

the ‘Cold War’ in 1990 and the dissolution of the Soviet Union on December 25, 1991.





